
CITY OF PACIFIC GROVE 
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove, California 93950 

AGENDA REPORT 

TO: 
 HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: Celia Perez Martinez, Business Manager 

MEETING DATE: December 19, 2007      

SUBJECT: 
Consider a Resolution to Establish a City Council Policy – Program to 
Prevent Harbor Seals from Establishing Habitat at Lovers Point Beach 
and Harbor Seal Mother and Pup Protection at Lovers Point Beach. 

 

URECOMMENDATIONU:  
 
Receive report and approve a resolution to establish a policy to deter seal harbors from establishing 
habitat on Lovers Point and to establish protection procedures in the event of seal births at Lovers Point 
Beach. 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
History: 
 
Seals crowd the west beach of Hopkins Marine Station.  In 2006, a few mother seals used the next beach 
west at the base of 5P

th
P Street to bear their pups.  The small beach was closed and temporary protective 

fencing and signage was erected to protect the seals.  In 2007, more harbor seals used the beach for 
pupping.  Given the small size of the beach and increased use, docents and marine staffs from local 
agencies have considered the possibility of the seals moving onward in a westerly direction to Lovers 
Point Beach.   The docents asked the City through the Beautification and Natural Resources Commission 
(BNRC) to draft a policy and ask the City Council to establish this policy should seals try to habitat and 
give birth at Lovers Point.   
 
In general, the experts believe that the “humanness” of Lovers Point Beach will deter the seals from 
establishing themselves there for a pupping season.  Marine biologists believe that the human odors and 
activity at Lovers Point Beach will deter the seals from establishing habitat.   
 
Current: 
 
The BNRC invited experts from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, (NOAA), the 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and the Marine Mammal Rescue Center to its September 
meeting.  In addition, a local marine biologist who has studied the local population for 20 years attended.  
The concern was presented and discussed.  Consensus by these experts was that the City should not allow 
the seals to establish at Lovers Point Beach, and that should pupping occur, the mammals should be 
protected until the time the pups are able to swim away with their mothers, and, that they be discouraged 
from returning.   
 
NOAA law enforcement and the regional director for the National Marine Fisheries Service strongly 
recommended that the City establish a plan to prevent the establishment of seals on Lovers Point Beach. 
 
It was pointed out to the committee that San Diego failed to take action when they had a similar 
phenomenon occurred at a popular beach called Children’s Pool.  The City did not have a policy in place 
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nor intent for management of the situation on that particular beach.  As a result, the conflict plays out in 
court. 
 
Based on the discussion at the September meeting, a sub-committee was formed.  It was comprised of Bill 
Kampe, Thom Akeman, who is a docent, and Roger Phillips, of the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  NOAA 
law enforcement provided federal law citations discussing that the seal are protected by federal law.  In 
addition, they provided the provisions that allow state and local officials to take action to protect the seals 
or public health and welfare.  The methods allowed by law to discourage what is known as “hauls outs”, 
when seals literally haul themselves out of the water to the land.  The methods are varied and range from 
non-aggressive to aggressive.  All the methods are approved by NOAA.  The committee has made 
recommendations for the policy that includes an action plan and the methods of deterrent.   
 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   
 
None 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 
Policy Guidelines, BNRC report, Resolution 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED: REVIEWED BY: 
 

  
_____________________________ _____________________________  
Celia Perez Martinez James J. Colangelo 
BUSINESS MANAGER    CITY MANAGER  
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